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Rabindranath Tagore

1

Servant

Have mercy upon your servant, my qtteenl

Queen

The assentbly is over and ruy servanls are all
gone. Why do you corue ot this late hour ?

Servant

When you have finished with others, that is
my tinte.

I come to ask wh.at remains for your last
seryant to do,

Queen

What can you expect when it is too late?

Servant

Make me the gardener of your flower garden.

Queen

What folly is this ?

Servant

I will give up my other work.
I throw my suords and lctnces dov,n in the dust.

Do not send me to distant courts: do not bicl me

16
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1

Servul

Ai mi15 de senul tdu, regina meal

Regina

Diavolul a luat sfrrgit gi servii mei s_aLr :,.
care-ucotro. De ce vii tu atit de tirziu?

Servul

Cind ai sfirgit cu ceilalli, atunci e tinrpLrl mei.
Vin sa te-ntreb ce-i rdmine celui din urnra ::.

credincios al tIu sd facd.

Regina

Ce poli tu agtepta cind e atit de tirziLr?

Servul

Sa mE faci grddinarul grddinii tale de llor.;.

Regina

Ce nebunie-i asta?

Servul

Sint gata sd renunt la orice altd slujba.
Sabia gi lancea mi le arunc inpr.aI. Nu nta tlr. ...

. curti indepirtate; nu-mi porunci si-ncerc noj cLrcel._
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Rabindranath Tagore

undertake nsl) conquests. But make me the gardmer
ofyour flower garden.

Queen

What will your duties be ?

Servant

The service of your idle days.

I will keep fresh the grassy path where you walk

in the morning, where your feet will be greeted with
praise at every step by the Jlowers eager for death.

I will swingyou in a swing among the branches

of the saptaparna, where the early evening moon will
struggle to kiss your skirt through the leaves.

I tuill replenish with scented oil the lamp that

burns by your bedside, and decorate your footstool
with sandal and sffion paste in wondrous designs.

Queen

IIthat will you have for yotrr reward ?

Servant

To be ctllowed to hold your little fists like
tender lottrs-buds and slip flower chains over yoltr
wrists; to tinge the soles of your feet with the red
jttice of ashoka petals and kiss away the speck of
dtrst that may chance to linger there.

Queen

Yotrr prayers are granted, my servant, yott
will be the gardener of my flower garden.

Grddin

Ci fb-md grddinarul grddinii tale de flori.

Regina

Ce slujbd anume ai wea sd duci la indeplinir;

Servul

Slujba zilelor tale de rdgaz.
Ag vrea sd (in proaspdti iarba potecii care rr . _ . _

dirnineafa, cind picioarele tale vor fi sldvite cu n:i:t;:
la fiecare pas al tdu de florile care-gi agteapta ntrr.tr..= -

Te-ag legdna intr-un leagdn printre creil,:. _,

soptqparnq, cind timpuria lund a serii va-ncer.c: .:-
sarute poala printre frunze.

Cu ulei imbdlsimat ag vrea sa-!i umplu c::.i" -

ce arde la cdp[tiiul tau gi !i-aq zugrdviminunat in ..,- .

de santal qi gofran taburetul pe care stai.

Regina

$i ce-aivrea de la minein schimb drept r js:.,.,

Servul

S[-mi fie ingaduit pumnii tdi mici ca nr,r----
ragezi de lotus sd-i lin inmiini gi din flori impletir: .-,-

:ot face brd!6ri, cu sucul rogu al petalelor cie ir-,,: r.
si-ti vopsesc talpa piciorului gi sd-!i sdrut firul c1: ::_.
:.r', intirnplare r[mas in acel loc.

Regina

Rugile tale fie-li implinite, serlul meLL" rLL ,,;,
--,i:inalul flordriei mele.
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Rabindranath Tagore

2

,,Ah, poet, the evening draws near; your hair
is turning grey".

,,Db you in your lonely musing hear the

message of the hereafter ? "

,,It is evening" the poet said, ,,and I am listening

because some one may call from'the village, late

though it be.

,,1 watch if young straying hearts meet

together, and two pairs of eager eyes beg for music

to break their silence and speak for them.

,,Who is there to weave their passionate songs,

if I sit on the shore of life and contemplate death and

the beyond ?

,,The early evening star disappears.

,,The glow of a funeral pyre slowly dies by

the silent river.

,,Jackals cry in chorus from the courtyard of
the deserted house in the light of the worn-out moon.

,,If some wanderer, leaving home, come here

to watch the night and with bowed head listen to
the murmur of the darl*tess, who is there to whisper
the secrets of life into his ears if I, shutting my doors,

should try to free myself from mortal bonds?

,,It is a trifle that my hair is turning grey.

,,1 am ever as young or as old as theyoungest

and the oldest of this village.

Gt-,;,; .

2

,,Ah, seara se-apropie gi-ncdrunfegti, poete.
Auzi tu-n pustiul gindurilor tale chentarea ::

dincolo?"

,,E sear6, intr-adevdr", rdspundepoetul, ..gi a:c_. .

-lirrdcd, poate, cineva din sat o sd md clreme. oricii -_
-.':z\lt.

Veghez gi aqtept ceasul cind, impreuna uni,:
,-:u.e, bat inimiletinere gi doi indrdgosti(i cu ochipit-;:r,,-.
-:r muzicii sd fringa tdcerea dintr-e ei gi in locLrl 1c: .,
::rnda glas.

Cine ar putea fi oare cel chemat a inr:..,
:,rtecele lor pline de pasiune, dac6 eu ag sta ia 1.n3 j _!.r-:_

::iiprivind alene moartea gi lumea de dincolol

intiia stea dispare in amurg.
Vapaia rugului aprins se stingeincet la rirLl lir:.:..
$acalii urld-n cor din curtea casei parasri: .-

. ra lLrnii vegtejite.
Dacd un cdl6tor, pardsindu-qi casa, ar r eli .. _

, . , :J.heze noaptea gi cu capul plecat sd asculte t.; -.

.. :::Lrru1 intunericului, cine-ar putea s[-i iopte]s.,- _

.- : tainele viefii, dacd-nchizindu-rni uga, eg inle:,_
: -:,:t1i s-alung indatoririle rnele de nruritor?

Ce-rni pasd, deci, cd-ncdrun(esc?
Sint oricind tot atit de tin6r sau bdtrin ca sj s;

. .;tir sau cel mai bitrin orn din satul acesra.

2t20
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